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Secular Franciscan Herald 

Musings From Our Minister 
   The sun is setting, and I sit here reflecting on a summer that has gone by very quickly 
and fall is fast approaching. Like people who garden, the produce is ripening, and we are 
busy processing it. If this isn't enough, school is only a couple of weeks away, and the 
reality of it struck me when I had a workshop discussing the up-coming year. This led me 
to think about the students I work with. 
   Students come in touch with a lot of people in their lives: teachers, volunteers, bus 
drivers, friends, field trips, and the list goes on and on. So, who can educators turn to for 
help spiritually when things start to get to be too much? 
   How about the patron saint of teachers, John Baptist de La Salle. He came from a 
wealthy family, had an excellent education, became a priest and decided that he would 
work among the wealthy people in his area. Well, you know the saying, “You may have one 
plan, but it may not be God's plan.” His life changed when he promised a dying friend that 
he would assist a group of Sisters in their work with orphan girls and helped a friend start a 
school for poor boys. His vocation as an educator was stamped and it consumed his entire 
life. 
   Teaching is an all-consuming life, sometimes it can be thankless, but teaching in a 
Catholic school helps us to teach not only the subjects that are required, but entering God 
into the whole picture. I may be retired, but working as a volunteer keeps me working, 
teaching, and praising God with the students and the people I work with. I will close this 
with a prayer I found. Please say it on occasion when you think of all the educators who 
are working to provide an excellent education to our future shareholders. 
Dear God, Grant our teachers an abundance of Your wisdom. Prepare their hearts to 

welcome and love our loved ones, and may we make sure to show them love and 

respect in return. Give them grace as they help students who aren’t thriving, courage 

to say what needs to be said, tools and knowledge on how and when to speak love, 

and strength when they feel weak. When they feel unseen, remind  them that no 

moment goes unnoticed. They are shaping the future in one million small – yet 

incredibly important - ways every day. We are overwhelmed with gratitude for the gift 

of learning they share with our children. Bless them, Lord, and may they see even just 

a glimpse of how their faithfulness will forever impact generations to come.  Amen. 

   Enjoy the beautiful weather that we have been having. Snow is just around the corner. 

(Sorry) Janice Rybaski OFS, minister.                        
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 Calendar of Events 
September-Month of the Holy Cross 
3rd-St Gregory the Great, Pope, Doctor of the 
Church, died 604 
4th-St Rose of Viterbo, Virgin, Franciscan Third 
Order Secular, died 1252 
8th-The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
12th-Feast of the Name of Holy Mary 
13th-MONTHLY GATHERING-6 PM-OUR LADY OF 
LOURDES CHURCH BASEMENT  
St John Chrysostom, Bishop, Doctor of the Church, 
died 407 
14th-Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
15th-Feast of Our Lady of the Seven Sorrows 
17th-Feast of the Stigmata of St Francis of Assisi 
18th-St Joseph of Cupertino, Priest, Conventual, 
died 1664 
21st-St Matthew, Apostle, Evangelist, died 1st 
Century 
23rd-St Pio of Pietrelcina, Priest, Capuchin, died 
1968 
29th-Feast of Sts Michael, Gabriel & Raphael, 
Archangels 
30th-St Jerome, Doctor of the Church, died 420 
October-Month of the Holy Rosary and the Holy 
Angels 
1st-St Therese of the Child Jesus, Virgin, Doctor of 
the Church, died 1897 
2nd-Feast of the Holy Guardian Angels 
4th-St Francis of Assisi, Founded the Franciscan 
Order, died 1226 
5th-St Maria Faustina Kowalska, Virgin, died 1938 
7th-Feast of the Holy Rosary 
11th-St John XXIII, Pope, died 1963  
11th-MONTHLY GATHERING-6 PM-OUR LADY OF 
LOURDES CHURCH BASEMENT 
18th-St Luke, Evangelist, died 1st Century 
20th-St Paul of the Cross, Priest, Founded the 
Passionists, died 1775 
22nd-St John Paul II, Pope, died 2005  
23rd-St John of Capistrano, Priest, Franciscan First 
Order, died 1456 
28th-Sts Simon & Jude, Apostles, died 1st Century 
 

Secular Franciscan Gathering –  
Our Lady of Lourdes Church basement 6:00 PM 

August 9, 2022 
   Members present: Kathy Hoffman Tax, Sue 
Zenzen, Patty Commerford, Janet Berendt, Rita 
Vosen.  Excused: Jan Rybaski.  Absent: David 
Czech, Charlotte VanRisseghem. 
   Kathy opened the gathering with prayers from The 
Ritual.  Minutes of the July gathering were reviewed 
and approved.  No treasurer’s report.  Liturgy of the 
Hours was led by Patty.  Ongoing Formation led by 
Sue.  Reflection 10 & 11 from “To Live As Francis 
Lived.”  Next month read Reflection 12 & 13.  Closing 
prayer from The Ritual at 7:30 PM.   
Respectfully submitted by Janet Berendt, ofs 
secretary. 

Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska of the Blessed 

Sacrament was born as Helena Kowalska in Poland on 

August 25, 1905. She was the third of 10 children to a 

poor and religious family. Helena first felt a calling to the 

religious life when she was just seven-years-old and 

attended the Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. After 

finishing her schooling, she wanted to immediately join a 

convent. However, her parents refused to let her. Instead, 

at 16-years-old, Helena became a housekeeper to help her 

parents and support herself. In 1924, she experienced her 

first vision of Jesus. While at a dance with her sister, 

Natalia, Helena saw a suffering Jesus and then went to a 

Cathedral. According to Helena, Jesus instructed her to 

leave for Warsaw immediately and join a convent. 

So she packed her bags at once and departed the following 

morning. When she arrived in Warsaw, she entered Saint 

James Church in Warsaw, the first church she came across, 

and attended Mass. While in Warsaw, Helena approached 

many different convents, but was turned away every time. 

She was judged on her appearances and sometimes 

rejected for poverty. Finally, the mother superior for the 

Congregation of the Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy decided 

to take her in on the condition that she could pay for her 

own religious habit. Working as a housekeeper, Helena 

began to save her money and make deposits to the 

Convent. On April 30, 1926, at 20-years-old, she finally 

received her habit and took the religious name of Sister 

Maria Faustina of the Blessed Sacrament and in 1928, she 

took her first religious vows as a nun. Over the next year, 

Faustina traveled convents as a cook. In May 1930 she 

arrived in Plock, Poland. Soon after, she began to show the 

first signs of her illness and was sent away to rest. Several 

months later, Faustina returned to the convent. On Feb 22, 

1931, Faustina was visited by Jesus, who presented 

himself as the "King of Divine Mercy" wearing a white 

garment with red and pale rays coming from his heart. She 

was asked to become the apostle and secretary of God's 

mercy, a model of how to be merciful to others, and an 

instrument for reemphasizing God's plan of mercy for the 

garment with red and pale rays coming from his 

heart. She was asked to become the apostle and 

secretary of God's mercy, a model of how to be 

merciful to others, and an instrument for 

reemphasizing God's plan of mercy for the world. 

This image is now known as the Divine Mercy 

image and is publicly honored on the Sunday 

following Easter, along with the Divine Mercy 

Novena and Chaplet.  Jesus, we trust in you. 


